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1. Conventional definitions of  travellers’ diarrhoea encompass many mild cases, for which 
 treatment is unlikely to provide a relevant health benefit. (this thesis)
2. Routine screening of  stool samples for parasitic infections is not indicated for asymptomatic 
 people who have travelled to resource limited countries for up to three months. (this thesis)
3. Acute Schistosoma infection induces a humoral and cellular memory immune response; and 
 individuals who experienced Katayama syndrome have a stronger memory response to 
 schistosome antigens than their asymptomatic counterparts. (this thesis)
4. Intramuscular injection of  1/5th of  a full-dose of  inactivated poliovirus vaccine is less 
 immunogenic than intradermal injection of  an equivalent dose. (this thesis)
5. After vaccination with live attenuated yellow fever vaccine, viraemia is more common in the 
 elderly than in the young, which suggests that there is an age-related decline in the innate 
 immune response. (this thesis)
6. Two doses of  bivalent oral polio vaccine (OPV) induce a stronger humoral immune response 
 to poliovirus type 1 and 3 than two doses of  trivalent OPV. This confirms the hypothesis of  
 vaccine interference, without elucidating the mechanism. (Sutter et al. Lancet 2010;376:1682-8.)
7. Exogenous reinfection with Mycobacterium tuberculosis is a major cause of  post-primary 
 tuberculosis in countries with a high incidence of  this disease. (Vermeulen. Nederlands 
 tijdschrift voor geneeskunde 1962;106:1066-7. van Rie et al. The New England journal of  
 medicine 1999;341:1174-9.)
8. Autophagy is required for effector T-cells to survive and transform into memory T-cells. 
 Therefore mTOR inhibitors, which are believed to enhance autophagy, may improve 
 differentiation of  effector T-cells into memory T-cells. (Xu et al. Nature Immunology 
 2014;15:1152–1161.) 
9. The kinetics of  the response to pandemic H1N1 2009 influenza vaccine, the dominance of  IgG- 
 secreting cells, and the remarkable cross-reactivity and very high number of  VH gene mutations 
 of  individual monoclonal antibodies, point to a memory origin for many clones. (Li et al. 
 Proceedings of  the National Academy of  Sciences 2012;109:9047-52.)
10. With the advent of  molecular diagnostics for detecting infections, fewer cases of  diarrhoea 
 in solid organ transplant recipients can be attributed to a direct adverse effect of  mycophenolate 
 mofetil. (an unquantified clinical observation)
11. Human beings have rights; ideas do not. (adapted from Rizvi, Huffington Post, July 2013)
12. Instead of  defining man as an animal rationale, we should define him as an animal symbolicum. 
 (Cassirer. An essay on man. New Haven: Yale University Press; 1944, 44.)
13. Goede zorg kost tijd.
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